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although the verdict went against him, and the costs of the
action ruined him. I called this case a comedy ; but behind
the comedy of the Law Court awaited the grim tragedy
which so often attends the losing party when the sheriff calls
with his officers.
Ben Tillett bore no malice, and, indeed, learnt to cherish
a great admiration for his cross-examiner, which matured
when Carson became a more important rebel than himself.
Ben Tillett generously writes of him many years afterwards,
" I met him when he was a Cabinet Minister in the Coali-
tion Government of Mr. Lloyd George. I had demanded
extra pay for soldiers' dependants, naval ratings, and for our
own people, who were giving their lives and limbs in the
surge and debacle of war. I found a strong and enthusiastic
supporter in Carson. As members of Parliament we met
often afterwards in the smoke-room. I was glad to find him
so human, in many ways so attractive. About his patriotism
and stern rectitude I never had any doubts at all. But he
knew how seared my soul had been. He realised that his
caustic and remorseless power had blasted great endeavours
on my part and had also sacrificed my home. The outcome
of this case was almost total ruin for myself." Poor Ben
Tillett, he had been standing against very heavy metal.
No wonder  he was defeated. But the generous human
sympathy which allowed him to admire the fine qualities
of the advocate who had ruined him perhaps accounts for
the great influence which his adventurous spirit has wielded
in the Labour movement. It was Carson's experience, how-
ever, that his own clients, whose good name or fortune he
might have saved, were often very embarrassed at a per-
sonal meeting after the case, however profuse their expres-
sion of gratitude might have been at the time. The litigant's
own advocate knows so much more concerning his client even
than his opponent: " I always made a practice of avoiding
them : it was kinder,'* said Carson of his successful clients.
Yet those who came up against Carson's advocacy were not
always as generous as Ben Tillett. In vivid contrast to Alder-
man Ben Tillett, Sir W. S. Gilbert, who had ruthlessly cari-
catured Oscar Wilde as " Bunthorne," nurtured against